Spanish H530: Statement of Qualitative Difference

1.
How the specific goals of the course will be achieved.

The goals of the course are to further students' familiarity with Hispanic Linguistics and illustrate for them how language interacts with non-linguistic cognitive systems. The fundamental areas of linguistics are introduced to students in the first half of the course through lecture, analytical homework assignments and examinations. These areas are made most concrete by a special assignment, unique to the honors version of the course, through which students construct their own novel dialect of Spanish, choosing among the various existing dimensions of language variation. This is called the "Columbeño" assignment.

In the second half of the course, once students have a basic understanding of Spanish morphology, syntax and phonology, they carry out a project which can be either more purely analytical, as in an annotated bibliography, or more experiential, as in designing a language-related experiment. This all takes place in the context of readings and lectures about the relationship between language and non-linguistic domains of cognition, which will hopefully make the relevance of linguistics to other aspects of humanity clearer and serve as motivation for further study.

2.
The exposure to the basic material in the course, and ways in which 


added breadth and depth of material will be included. 

The novel dialect (or "Columbeño") assignment makes the course more creative than is possible with a larger class. Similarly, the research project provides an opportunity for students to hopefully answer some of their own questions about language and cognition. These are the two primary vehicles for setting this course apart from the regular "Introduction to Spanish Linguistics".

3.
The exposure to, and use of, methodology and research techniques, 


and especially the ways in which the course will provide exposure to 


the nature of scholarship in the field.

The individual research project will require students to become familiar with basic ideas of some domain of linguistics and cognitive science. For some students, this will be followed up with more reading and more strictly analytical work, while for others, there will be actual training in how to develop a language experiment appropriate for a particular participant population. For projects not requiring institutional review board approval (e.g. analyzing already collected, publicly available data), students will learn how to work with the relevant data, including use of the CHILDES Data Base and its associated language analysis computer programs.
4. 
Amount and quality of work expected from students on papers, 


examination(s), and projects; and the method of grading that work.

The amount and quality of work expected of students is made explicit in the relevant sections of the syllabus, which I reproduce here.

Homework:

Assignments are due 1 week after they are assigned. Written assignments must be typed or done by computer (with the exception of tree diagrams, phonetic transcriptions and the like, which may be completed using ink), double spaced with a 12-point font and 1-inch margins. Phonetic fonts (not obligatory) are availble for free download from the Summer Institute of Linguistics’ website.

Exams: 

There will be a take-home midterm and a take-home final. The final exam will be comprehensive. There will be no make-up exams, unless students give the instructor sufficient justification in writing for their absence. 
Columbeño: 

In this assignment, students are asked to make regular contributions to the development of a new dialect of Spanish, which varies along the dimensions studied in the class (phonology, phonetics, morphology, syntax and sociolinguistics). For example, while we are studying phonology, students will be given the assignment of deciding what the phonemic inventory of Columbeño will be and which phonological processes it will have (e.g. aspiration of final /s/, deletion of intervocalic voiced fricatives, etc.). Similarly, while we are studying syntax, the students will decide which constructions from Spanish syntax our dialect will have (e.g. the presence/absence of subject-verb inversion in questions and expletive negation in 'until' clauses) and while we study morphology, they will decide what our subject-verb agreement paradigm will be like (e.g. whether to include vosotros, vos, etc.). Finally, when we cover sociolinguistics the students will decide on whether and what kind of variation our language will have (geographic, gender, age, etc.).

The construction of Columbeño will be decided by vote. Every day for the first six weeks of class, pairs of students will present alternatives for how each of these particular axes of variation could be configured. After explaining their proposals to the class, the class will vote on which they prefer, which will be entered into our in-progress grammatical description, an updated version of which will be distributed to the class every week. Students will be assigned dates to present their proposals at the beginning of the quarter.
Paper:
Students will develop a research question, in conjunction with the instructor, relating to a topic in the study of language and cognition, which can be investigated uniquely from the perspective of Spanish. The paper may be written utilizing a variety of approaches including: critical review of literature, an L1, L2 or bilingual acquisition study using already collected data, an aspect of Columbeño,  or students may design their own language experiment. The paper may be done individually or in pairs/groups, subject to instructor approval. The paper is due the final day of class (Thursday of 10th week). Students will be asked to give a 10 minute summary presentation of their papers the last day of class.

5.
The amount and kind of student/faculty contact, including how the 


course will offer a significant level of interaction and engagement 


between faculty and students, and how such engagement will be 


achieved.

Because regular sections of Introduction to Spanish Linguistics typically have in excess of 30 students, it can be difficult to develop original paper topics with students, on top of other demands imposed by its basic curriculum. In this proposed course, all students would be required to develop a unique research project, in consultation with the instructor, to acquaint them with a particular area of research, either through an annotated bibliography or a summary literature review, or through writing an analytical report or through designing their own language-related experimental protocol, which may be further pursued when the course is over. Any of these options will involve greater interaction and consultation with the instructor than would normally be required.

6.
How an environment will be fostered that facilitates intellectual 


exchange among students (if applicable).

Students are encouraged to complete homework collaboratively and will present the findings of their projects to the class at the end of the quarter. Students who prefer to tackle projects involving a large empirical component will be permitted to work together.

7.
Ways that creative thinking will be an essential aspect of the course 


requirements.

The project type and topic chosen will be a function of individual student's interests. Though they will be given significant guidance, they will be allowed to follow their curiosity and to use their creativity to the extent that their project requires it. Obviously some projects (e.g. a language comprehension experiment with young children) will require more creativity, or at least a different kind of creativity, than others (e.g. a literature review or annotated bibliography).

8.
How the course will embrace, as appropriate, interdisciplinary work 


and study.

The basic design of this course has as its purpose the consideration of findings in cognitive science, from the perspective of linguistics. Thus, the core subject matter for the course is inherently interdisciplinary.

9.
Evidence of a pedagogical process that will demand a high level of 


intellectual output.

The course is designed to give students a wide variety of types of assignment, some of which may be completed in groups, while others may be completed individually. Some of them are strictly analytical while others may require greater creativity. In all cases, students will be asked to do more work overall, with more of it being individualized than students in the regular section of the course. The two fundamental differences are the addition of the Columbeño assignment and the research project.

